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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 7424 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, EEC, XG 

SUBJECT: EC POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS 

REF: A) BRUSSELS 1516 
B) BONN 41 13 

1. US-ECRELAT. QUAI DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR WESTERN 
EUROPEAN AFFAIRS TOLD EMBOFF MARCH 23 THAT AS FAR AS FRENCH 
WERE CONCERNED NO DECISION HAS YET BEEN TAKEN BY EC NINE 
TO DISCUSS US- EC RELATIONS AT JUNE EC POLITICAL 
MINISTERIAL. HE SAID NATURE OF SUCH DISCUSSION ITSELF POSED 
SERIOUS QUESTIONS. ON OF KEY ASPECTS FRENCH WOULD INSIST 
ON, HE CONTINUED, WOULD BE CLEAR SEPARATION OF ANY 
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INTENSIFIED US- EC DISCUSSION INTO SEPARATE TRADE, MONE- 
TARY, POLITICAL AND SECURITY CATEGORIES. 

2. SECOND DAVIGON REPORT. QUAI OFFICIAL SAID GOF EXPECTS 
NO GREAT INNOVATIONS FLOWING FROM SECOND DAVIGON REPORT. 
QUESTION OF EUROPE' S INTERNAL POLITICAL STRUCTURE WILL BE 
TREATED IN REPORT ON " EUROPEAN UNION" DUE IN 1975. ACCORDINGLY, 
FRENCH DO NOT EXPECT DAVIGNON II TO BROACH THIS SUBECT IN ANY 
DEPTH. 

3. FRENCH CONSIDER EXTERNAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS ALREADY 
MOVING ALONG SATISFACTORY LINES. FRENCH AIM IS TO KEEP 

EC CONSULTATIONS " SUPPLE" AND THUS AS FREE AS POSSIBLE FROM 
RIGID ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE OR TIGHT TIES TO EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITY STRUCTURE, INCLUDING PARTICULARLY EC COMMISSION. 

IN THIS CONNECTION, HE SAID FRENCH WILL CONTINUE TO INSIST 
THAT THE INITIATIVE FOR ANY DISCUSSION WITHIN THE EC POLITICAL 
CONTEXT SHOULD COME FROM GOVERNMENTS AND NOT THE EC AND ITS 
COMMISSION. 

4. COMMENT: QUAI VIEW OF LIKELY OUTCOME OF POLITICAL COMMITTEE 
DISCUSSION OF US- EUROPEAN RELATIONS APPEARS SOME WHAT MORE IN 
LINE WITH PARA 5 BONN REFTEL THAN DAVIGNON’ S INTERPRETATION. 

IT ALSO TRACKS WITH REPORT IN MARCH 18-19 LEMONDE WHICH SUGGESTS 
THAT ACTING FRENCH FON MIN BETTENCOURT HAD AGREED TO EC POLITICAL 
DIRECTORS DISCUSSING SUBJECT IN ORDER TO AVOID FURTHER DISCUSSION 
AT MARCH 16 EC FON MIN MEETING. AS LE MONDE NOTED, 

" IT IS PROBABLE THAT THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT, WHICH CONTINUES 
TO FEAR AN INSTI JTITTONAI .TZATION OF US- EUROPEAN RELATIONS, 

WILL RAISE OBJECTIONS." NEVERTHELESS, WILLINGNESS TO DIS- 
CUSS SUBJECT AT POLITICAL DIRECTORS' LEVEL DOES SUGGEST 
POSSIBILITY OF A SLIGHTLY MORE LIBERAL FRENCH INTERPRETA- 
TION OF THE OCTOBER 1972 EC SUMMIT' S CALL FOR THE 
" MAINTENANCE OF A CONSTRUCTIVE DIALOGUE" BETWEEN US AND 
EC. 

IRWIN 
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